CNM: Phil 1110-301: Intro to Philosophical Thought (Salbato)                                              Summer, 2013
Syllabus: Philosophy 1110: Introduction to Philosophical Thought

 (3 credits)
	Instructor: Jeff Salbato

   E-mail: jsalbato@cnm.edu
   Website: www.jeffsreadings.com
   Office: MJG-201-14: T&R 1:30-3:00
   Voicemail: 224-4000, ext.50166
       
	
	
Days, times, location, & final exam:

  TR 11:30-1:15 in MJG-122
     Final Exam: R 8/8 at 11:30
 


Course Description: This course surveys the philosophical issues addressed by the great thinkers of the Western tradition and other world traditions.  It introduces questions about whether there is truth and how it can be known, what is the nature of reality, whether there is a God, what is the “self,” what is the good life for human beings, how people can best live together in society, and others.  College level reading and writing abilities will be needed.
What this course is REALLY about: This will be a semester-long challenging (or longer, if I can get into your heads!) of your everyday presuppositions about what matters in your life.  We are going to be doing battle with some of the pivotal texts in philosophy on issues including reality, politics, human nature, evil, morality, and, most of all, how to live a more satisfying life.  My goal in your written assignments is to make this a course in intellectual therapy, allowing you to excavate and assess your ideas about yourselves, your world, and what you care about in order to terrify you into becoming smarter and, most importantly, better people (yes, I’m serious, and, yes, I’m nuts).

Text: All readings/handouts are available on my website: www.jeffsreadings.com
- These are Word documents that require this password to open: ___________ 
Evaluation: Grades based on 100 point scale (90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, etc.)
  5pts. Opinion Paper: Your own ideas about life and reality: 3 single-spaced pages

20pts. Reading Quizzes: At start of every meeting: easy if you’ve kept up (1 point each)

48pts. Reading Questions: Every week (1 point for 1st draft; 3 points for final draft)
30pts. Major Essay: A personal critique of your ideas: 8-10 single-spaced pages

10pts. Final Exam: Short and medium essays: based on an explicit study guide

  5pts.(max.) Extra Credit: movie critiques, teacher critiques, final review, etc.


(Note: Total points possible: 118)

Pep talk: I will do my best to make this as interesting as possible.  If you do your best to get involved with the issues, you will do fine in here.  I will try to make the details clear and keep the conversations down-to-earth.  This is the type of course that is really improved by having as many different perspectives as possible participating in the discussions.  I am especially eager to challenge you shy students to participate (I was desperately shy in college): your ideas are usually more thoughtful than those annoying outgoing students.  I run my class like this is kindergarten, with “Story Time” and rewards.  As such, I am anxious for your questions and cooperation.  For instance, if I begin babbling like Ozzie, you would be doing the class a big favor by raising your hand and saying, “What are you talking about, you spastic, unshaven bookworm?”

Course Policies Page:

Reading Questions: The reading questions are a multi-step assignment.  First, read and try your best to answer the reading questions on your own, handwritten.  These will be collected and handed right back to you at the beginning of each week.  These questions are aimed at helping you to focus your reading, because many of these readings are very difficult.  These are worth one point just for making an honest effort, so please make a full effort at every part of each question even if you are barely grasping the reading.  Your second task is to make notes and corrections on your first draft to improve your original answers as we discuss these readings in class.  Then, you will produce a final, typed, revised draft of your answers based on our class discussion that will be due at the beginning of the next week.  These are worth three points and are graded based on the accuracy and clarity of your answers.  Note: Your final draft of the previous week and your rough draft of the current week are both due the first class meeting of each week.

Late Work/ Attendance/ Tardiness: The daily quizzes and rough drafts must be on time to earn credit.  All other late work is worth ½ credit.  Of course, if a catastrophe occurs, we can work something out, such as giving your final exam greater weight.  (“I had to work to pay for my cigs, texting, and twirly rims” is not a catastrophe).  
Format for All Assignments: I want all of your work to be typed in size 12 Times New Roman font with standard margins.  The only non-standard thing I prefer is single spacing to save paper, but please double space between questions or sub-topics to organize your work (like this page).  Please, NO title pages or works cited pages, and NEVER waste your time with adjusting any of these settings to meet a certain page length.  I only care about your brilliant content, not length.

Cheating/Plagiarism: If you use ANY material outside of the lectures, course readings, and your own delusional minds in writing your essays for this class, that is plagiarism.  Your written work is supposed to reflect your personal battle between the reading/discussions from the class and your pathetic attempts to justify your alienated lives.  This is not a class based on your ability to look stuff up on the internet.  You’ll see that I am very easy going, but not with cheating.
Source Citations: You will need to cite your sources whenever you borrow any material from the readings or lecture (or elsewhere), whether it is a quote, paraphrased content, or even just an idea or example.  Again, I don’t want you to use any materials outside of those provided in the course.  For citing, simply put the author’s name and page number in parenthesis at the end of the sentence that contains the borrowed material.  For citing an idea from class, supply the name and date.  Example: Sartre suggests that our whole lives may be our lying to ourselves. (Sartre, 2)    Example: Jeff thinks we’d vote for universal texting over universal health care. (Salbato, 2/5/09)
Grading the Essays:  I reserve “A” grades for those papers that are so clear that your slack-jawed friends, who I’m guessing are not as smart as you, could understand and learn from them.  I will try to be gracious about grammar/spelling/source-citation errors in your earlier work, unless the mistakes prevent me from being able to understand you.  I’ll circle the mistakes I see to point them out to you, just to help you with your writing.   But, in the Major Essay, I will expect to see no more than a couple mistakes per page or it will affect your grade.  Also, particular to the grading of the Major Essay will be the need to interact accurately and personally with the ideas from the class and your opinion paper.

Playa’ hata’ rule: Silence your cell phones and keep texting to a minimum.  I am not disrespecting your urgent need to buy meth or write “lol”; I am just trying to help you learn. 

Reading & Assignment Schedule:

Week 1 (5/21 & 5/23): Why didn’t I take the blue pill! The cave was so comfy.
Read:
0.) The syllabus (I’m serious; there will be a quiz question on it)
1.) Plato, “Cave”

Reading questions (Be sure to explain your answers):

1. (Plato, “Cave”) What is Plato trying to say about your “I only believe what I see” mindset?  Why is our everyday physical world, the world in the cave, so untrustworthy?  Are scientists outside of the cave or are they in the cave just like you?  How do you chained-up freaks treat people like me who try to help you?
Extra Credit Movie: Matrix (the first one) How to do movie extra credits: You cannot go from memory if you saw the movie before.  You must rewatch it, because, trust me, it will be a different movie this time.  Wait until we get completely through that week’s material before you watch the movie.  To earn the extra credit points write a response to the movie from the perspective of the philosophers we discussed in the prior weeks, explaining what they would find interesting in the plot, characters, and events of the film.  Worth 1-2 points.  Due during the week after it’s assigned.
Opinion Paper (Due second class meeting, typed!): Please answer all of the following questions about your views.  Please number your answers.  Be as specific and as explanatory as possible, and be sure to explicitly respond to every question.  Do not just give me a series of “I believe...” statements, but, instead, give me your REASONS for thinking this way.  These questions follow the order of when we will be discussing these issues during the semester, so keep this paper with you all semester so that you can compare your answers to those of the philosophers.  You will get a chance to defend your answers in your Major Essay.
1. If you think something is true, like a moral or religious belief, does that make it true?  

2. Are we ever justified in judging others’ values?

3. Are you a true individual, or will you always just conform to the crowd and sleepwalk through life without making any real choices to improve your life?  (And don’t you dare say an easy “No”, because your life sure looks like that of a sleepwalker!)  
4. Do you care what others think of you?  

5. Do you stress about things like your grades, health, career, and possessions? 
6. What are your key social and psychological needs that must be met for you to have a truly satisfying life?  Can any life be satisfying or are there certain basic human needs that all people need to meet to be fulfilled and happy? 

7. Does your current job and school meet the above needs?  Will you future career meet them (be specific)?  Why are so many people so frustrated with their lives and careers?  Will you be?
8. Are people naturally/innately/designed good or bad?  Are people in society (as we find them today) typically good or bad?  

9. What kinds of people are capable of the most barbaric acts of cruelty against other human beings?  
10. Why do so many soldiers suffer from serious psychological disabilities?  

11. When should you feel obligated to help a stranger in need?  

12. Is it fair that most people own little wealth or property and small numbers of people, like banks and the elite, own so much and charge people interest? (continued…)
13. If our country allowed people to choose their jobs, and college, food, housing, and health care were provided, would people work hard or be lazy and commit crimes?

14. Why do we have such a big military and why are we at war so often?  
15. Is our nation better than other industrialized nations, like those in Europe and East Asia?  What standard should we use to compare nations: Rights?  Health?  Education?  Crime?  Wealth?  Equality?  Power?  The well-being of its citizens?  How does the U.S. compare to other industrialized nations in your chosen standards?
Week 2 (5/30 only; no class on Tuesday): My cave is comfy because of my narcissism.
Read:
2.) Heidegger, “Being & Time” (warning: toughest reading of the semester)

Reading questions:
2. (Heidegger) How does your pen appear to you while you are writing?  How do your life goals appear to you while you’re at work or in math class?  Explain how these correlate with things that appear ready-to-hand.
Week 3 (6/4 & 6/6): I don’t care what you think…please believe me!
Read:
3.) (reread) Heidegger, “Being & Time”

4.) Sartre, “No Exit”

5.) Sartre, “Bad Faith”
Reading questions: 

3. (Heidegger, cont.)  How would your life goals appear to you if you were diagnosed with terminal cancer?  Explain how this correlates with things that appear present-at-hand.  Who are the “They” and what effect do “They” have when we read, watch a movie, judge a person’s looks, or judge ourselves?  With the effects of the “They” and your ready-to-hand mindset, is it easy to see the world and your life for what it really is?
4. (Sartre, “No Exit”) What was so torturous about hell for the courageous Garcin?  Why is Estelle so bothered by having no mirror?  Why do you spend so much time, thought, and money on your car, clothes, hair, jewelry, gadgets, makeup, etc.?  Should I believe you when you say, “I don’t care what anyone else thinks”?

5. (Sartre’s “Bad Faith”) Provide a clear definition of bad faith.  Why would someone have bad faith? What does this have to do with their responsibility for their choices?  What is the girl in the date story lying to herself about?  What does this have to do with her being responsible for her choices?  What is the waiter lying to himself about?  What does this have to do with his being responsible for his choices?

E.C. Movies: My Dinner with Andre, Grand Canyon-1991, Six Degrees of Separation
Week 4 (6/11 & 6/13): I hate my life, but check out my new tattoo, rims, and ring tones.
Read:
6.) Fromm, “Sanity”


7.) Marx, “Alienated Labor” (very tough but very important)

Reading questions:

6. (Fromm) What do our suicide, homicide, and alcoholism rates say about our sanity?  (For fun, also look up our abortion rates, incarceration rates, etc.)  Are people completely adaptable or do we have certain psychological needs that must be met?  What happens if our psychological needs are unmet or are only partially met for long periods? How does Fromm define sanity?  Are you sane?  How do you know?  Explain what a “socially patterned defect” is in your own words.

7. (Marx) Most peoples’ jobs involve doing everything according to the way the boss dictates it, even down to clothes and mannerisms.  Explain how such jobs alienate people from their product, activity, species, and society.  Provide quotes for each, and explain how each applies to jobs you’ve had.   (These are tricky to understand, but just give it your best shot and correct it in class.)  
Week 5 (6/18 & 6/20): Of course we are free; just look at all our cereal choices.
Read: 
8.) Marcuse, “One-Dimensional Man”

9.) Fromm, “Conformity”
Reading questions:
8. (Marcuse) How do you keep well-fed and politically free people to oppress themselves in stupefying jobs?  Are you oppressed in this way?  How does the person who is oppressed like this try to meet their needs for expression, love, purpose, and recognition?  Why do people like you have such a hard time noticing their oppression yet still put up with so much frustration and unhappiness?
9. (Fromm) Do most Americans display laziness and hatred of work?  What causes this?  Do you display these traits?  “But, wait a second, Jeff, everyone has these attitudes, so I can’t be nuts!”  Show how this phrase fits exactly with the definition of “socially patterned defect”.  Provide a quote from the reading that addresses whether laziness is healthy and natural.  How does the hypnotic experiment illustrate Fromm’s conception of a rationalization?  Speaking of rationalizations, what do you believe about the new clothes and gadgets you buy that makes you buy them when your old ones still work?  Explain what “marketing orientation” means in regards to how we view ourselves.
E. C. Movies: About Schmidt, American Beauty, Fight Club
Week 6 (6/25 & 6/27): I am new-age and stuff, so that’s how I’ll cope with my lame life.

Read:
10.) Epictetus, “Enchiridion”


11.) Lao-tzu, “Tao te Ching”

12.) Camus, “The Myth of Sisyphus”
Reading questions: 

10. (Epictetus) What is Epictetus’ basic program for living wisely?  Give a full list, in your own words, of the things that are under our control and not under our control.  Do any of these items seem to be in the wrong list?  Give an everyday example of those items and explain why his categorization seems wrong, then give Epictetus’ defense of his categorization (feel free to ask me for these in class).  Provide and explain two quotes that are the most contrary to your typical way of thinking, then explain how Epictetus would defend his advice (again, feel free to ask me). 

11. (Lao-tzu) Give several traits that the Tao shares with water.  How does a Taoist sage live?  Provide and explain, in your own words, a few quotes about their behavior.  What motivates them, how do they choose a major, find a partner, etc.  Which parts of Taoism would improve your life and our society?  Which parts of this seem impossible?  How would Lao-tzu respond to your objection?
12. (Camus) What does Sisyphus’ punishment have in common with most of your future lives?  How does it make any sense that Sisyphus is happy, and what seems to be the key difference that makes him happier and wiser than you?

Week 7 (7/2 only; Thursday is a holiday): Humans are selfish… reality TV is real.

Read:
13.) Plato, “Ring of Gyges”


14.) Hobbes, “State of Nature” (wordy but short)

Reading questions:

13. (Plato) What does the Ring story imply about whether people are good or bad?  What makes us behave decently in public?  
14. (Hobbes) What is Hobbes best rebuttal against those who think he is exaggerating about how nasty humans are?  So, what makes us behave decently in public?

Week 8 (7/9 & 7/11): Success and profits are more important than people.
Read:
15.) Rousseau, “Origin of Inequality”

16.) Smith, “Theory of Moral Sentiments”


17.) “Ford and World Bank Memos”


18.) “Anderson the Transportation Manager”


19.) In class movie: Milgram’s “Obedience”

Reading questions:
15. (Rousseau) Describe the life of the natural savage.  How does the savage treat others who take from him?  Provide and explain a quote about how the savage treats others who suffer from misfortune.  Then, provide and explain a quote about how the civilized person treats others who suffer from misfortune. 

16. (Smith)  Explain Smith’s conception of sympathy.  Why do so many of you seek after luxury?  How does Providence (god) use this delusional desire to feed everyone?  Does it really end up working out like this for the workers and poor?
17. (Memos) According to the Ford memo, how much is the life of, say, your child worth if she were killed in a fiery car crash?  Summarize what this spokesman must mean by “cost effective for society”?

18. (Anderson) How did Anderson try to excuse himself for these deaths?  What were his actual motives in doing these duties?  Are these your same motives in your jobs, school, and career?  

19. (Milgram)(Answer these based on your own opinions before we discuss the Milgram movie and then revise them after our discussion) Would you kill someone if an authority figure told you to?  When would you disobey authority to protect someone?  What are the 7 key factors that enable people to be mindlessly obedient?  When are some of these 7 factors present in our everyday lives?
Week 9 (7/16 & 7/18): But, judge, I was just doing my job…
Read:
20.) Arendt, “Eichmann in Jerusalem”


21.) Grossman, “On Killing”

22.) Ozick, “Prologue to Rescuers”
Reading questions:

20. (Arendt) How did Eichmann try to excuse himself for these deaths?  What were his actual motives in doing these duties?  Are these your same motives in your jobs, school, and career?  If you wrote different for answers for Anderson and Eichmann, explain why.
21. (Grossman) What conclusion does Grossman draw about human nature from the firing rates in different wars?  How did the military get these firing rates to increase so drastically?  What happens to a person’s mental health when they are able to overcome their natural resistance to killing?  What does PTSD imply about human nature?
22. (Ozick) Provide and explain a quote from Ozick that summarizes what she thinks of bystanders, then provide and explain a quote about what she thinks of rescuers.  Then, summarize what Paldiel thinks of bystanders and rescuers.  Finally, provide and explain a quote from one of the rescuers to show whether they agree with Ozick or Paldiel.
E. C. Movies: The Corporation, Enron-The Smartest Guys in the Room, Yes Men (Not “Yes Man”), Sicko, Schindler’s List, The Ground Truth, Wounded Platoon
Week 10 (7/23 & 7/25): Being in a free country means I’m free to be a sociopath.  

Read:
23.) Narveson, “Charity”

24.) Singer, “Rich & Poor”
25.) Nietzsche, “Master & Slave Morality” and “Death of God”
Reading questions:

23. (Narveson) According to Narveson, when are we “obligated” to help the needy?   By contrast, when “should” we be charitable and based on what motive?  (Be careful to distinguish when “should” means “obligation” and when it means “recommendation.)  Did you sound like Narveson in your Opinion Paper?
24. (Singer) Quote the basic principle that determines when we should feel obligated to aid others.  Show how this principle makes us obligated to save the drowning child.  Be sure to show how the principle applies in detail.
25. (Nietzsche) What do good and bad mean in master morality?  In slave morality?  Where do the meanings of good and bad come from in master morality?  In slave morality?  Which set of values do most Americans hold?  No, not which morality they say they agree with, but which one do their lives reflect?  Give examples.  Who killed God?  What effects will God’s death have?  What is the point of the dying star metaphor?
MAJOR ESSAY: Due Thursday 8/1!  See last page of syllabus for instructions 

Week 11 (7/30 & 8/1): I don’t know what anarchist or socialism is, but it won’t work.
Read:
26.) Locke, “Two Treatises on Civil Government”


27.) Proudhon, “What is Property?”

28.) Rawls, “Original Position”

29.) Kropotkin, “Anarchism”

Reading questions: 
26. (Locke) What sort of right to property does God give to everyone?  What kinds of actions, then, would most anger God?  
27. (Proudhon) What are Proudhon’s reasons for rejecting the two most common bases for property, occupying and labor?  Give Proudhon’s reason for why all jobs should receive the same pay and all products should be shared.

28. (Rawls) What does Rawls mean by being behind a “veil of ignorance”?  Then, explain why someone in the original position would naturally vote for things like basic health care for all or for better funding for poor schools? 
29. (Kropotkin) Provide and explain a quote about the ways our society contradicts our morality.  Describe a couple of Kropotkin’s examples of organizations or enterprises that are exactly like the ones that will develop when governments are abolished.  Finally, Provide and explain quotes for how Kropotkin answers the objections to anarchism involving laziness and crime.

Week 12 (8/6 only; Thursday is the final exam): I distrust the media but base all my political beliefs on it.
Read: 
30.) Zinn, “Changing Minds”


31.) Chomsky, “Interviews” and “Vietnam & Central America”


32.) “The U.S. versus the World”  


X.) Final Exam Study Guide (to be handed out)
Reading questions: (final drafts due at final exam)
30. (Zinn) Did everyone immediately change their minds about things like slavery, equal rights for women and blacks, Vietnam, and Iraq once they saw the facts?  Provide and explain a quote from Zinn about how most people handle facts that contradict their opinions.  Of the several military interventions that Zinn discusses, which ones resulted in democracy and freedom for those people?  
31. (Chomsky) Explain the point of his sports radio example.  Summarize the main reasons why there is so much military spending in our nation.  Why does Chomsky think that people will freely desire work that serves others’ needs?  Describe the basic plan for how the US treats foreign countries.  What is the relationship between U.S. aid/military intervention and the human rights/democratization of these countries?  
32. (U.S.) a) How does the U.S.’s infant mortality rate and life expectancy compare to those of the rest of the industrialized world?  What do you think of this?  b) What are the budget totals for defense compared to all other programs/agencies, like Health and Education?  What does this say about our government’s values?  For those who think this kind of spending is tragically necessary because the world is so scary, how does our defense spending compare to the rest of the world?  c) What is the U.S.’s stance toward the International Criminal Courts (ICC)?  Do you agree?  d) Summarize our UN voting record.  How would you have voted?  e) Do you think Jeff fudged some of these numbers for his propaganda purposes?  How likely is it that you will take the time to verify these numbers?
X. 
(Study Guide; due at Final Exam) For extra credit, prepare a rough draft or a detailed outline for the medium essays from the final exam study guide.

E. C. Movies: Why We Fight (2005), You can’t be Neutral on a Moving Train
Final Exam: Thursday 8/8 at 11:30
The exam will have two parts.  In the first part you will be asked to answer 5 of 10 provided short essay questions.  These answers should be between 2-5 sentences.  A study guide will be provided that will give you a list of possible topics for these questions.  In the second part you will be asked to write 1 longer essay.  I will provide you with 3-5 possible essay questions on the study guide, and I will, literally, roll some dice (Vegas, baby!) when you begin the exam to determine which one of these essays you will write for the final.

Last Chance for Extra Credit: A 1 page essay entitled, “Jeff is a drooling idiot because…”  This is your chance to express your disagreements with comments and opinions I expressed during the semester on your papers or in my lectures.  Part of the point of this class was to teach you to be critical of your world no matter what authority is behind it.  What I am hoping for is rational disagreements to show me where I might be mistaken.  (Due at the Final Exam; 1 point)
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Students with documented disabilities who need special accommodation in the classroom should contact Special Services for assistance, 224-3259.  Also, students should tell the instructor if they have special needs because of learning or other disabilities.  For personal counseling, contact Merry Guild at main campus, 224-3271.

If, due to hazardous weather or other unforeseen circumstances, a school closure occurs which prevents us from being able to take the final exam, your Major Essay score will be increased proportionately out of 40 points possible to absorb the missed final exam points.  
MAJOR ESSAY: Option 1: A Cruel Therapy Session with Everyone’s Favorite Philosophical Psychoanalyst, Jeff!  (Due Thursday 8/1)

The Format: An 8-10 page essay, formatted like a play, with character names in the margins and a space between speeches.  Single-space within the speeches themselves, and be sure to cite your sources, in parenthesis, at the end of each speech.

The Goal: It is finally time for the real therapy session about your ideas and worldview.  You will be producing the dialogue that I wished I could have had with you when I first read your Opinion Papers.  You will be speaking for me, clearly articulating the philosophical ideas that can rescue you from your miserable life, and you will also be speaking for yourself as you try your best to handle my advice and criticisms. 

The Gameplan: Your therapy session begins with “Therapist Jeff” asking you one of the Opinion Paper questions and you summarizing the answer you gave in your Opinion Paper.  Then Jeff will clearly explain the philosophical concepts that would be most critical and helpful for your neurotic, delusional opinions, such as those I made in my comments on your original Opinion Papers.  Have Jeff fully and clearly explain these critiques as well as show how they apply to your opinions in detail.  Then, it is your turn to accept the criticism in a sob-filled apology or try to defend yourself against the criticism.  This can involve plenty of back-and-forth dialogue between yourself and Jeff as you work together to solve your deepest life problems.  Jeff, being the nerd that he is, will surely bring in other philosophical concepts that relate to what is being discussed as you talk, and, if you want to withstand Jeff’s assault, you should bring in philosophical concepts that help your side.  When there has been adequate treatment of an Opinion Paper question, then you can simply have Jeff ask you another Opinion Paper question, and the process repeats.
Grading: Your grade for this paper will be based on three things: 1) having accurate and clear explanations of the philosophical concepts, 2) having insightful and critical applications of these concepts to your Opinion Paper and your life beyond the Opinion Paper, and 3) having honest and critical follow-up dialogue as you and Jeff discuss these criticisms and what you should do about them.  Also, remember that I will be deducting points for too many proofreading errors or for not citing sources.

Hint: Be sure to outline the issues and concepts you plan on covering for each Opinion Paper question you choose before you begin so that you can review the concepts and plan out your explanations.  This is where your Reading Questions revisions should help you a great deal.  If you’ve prepared well, this paper will start to write itself as you find new connections between the ideas and get into the rhythm of the dialogue.
Cool variation: Have a therapy session with yourself.  Instead of talking to Jeff the therapist, talk to your own, schizophrenic self!  Create a dialogue between the person who wrote the Opinion Paper during the first week of this class and the person you are now.  It can be the “old you” versus the “new you”, as your new self disrespects your old self’s opinions and schools the old you on philosophy, morality, psychology, politics, etc.  If it were me, I would use cool nicknames…“Grasshopper” versus “Master-Master”!
Yet another variation: Write a screenplay with you and several of our philosophers as characters.  Maybe they could be witnesses at your purgatory hearing?  Maybe you could be invited on the Oprah show to discuss your infamous Opinion Paper?
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