CNM: GNHN 1122-301: Modern Legacy (Salbato)                                                                                Spring, 2014

General Honors 1122: Modern Legacy: Our Society Should Be Better
	Instructor: Jeff Salbato

     E-mail: jeffsreadings@gmail.com

     Website: jeffsreadings.com
     Office: WS1-201, M-R 10:30-12:00 
        voicemail: 224-4000-ext.50166
	
	Course meetings and final exam:

   T 6:00-8:45pm in WS MJG-121

        Final Exam: T date TBA 6:00pm



The origins of our current social-political ideas and how to fix them:  
Have you ever wondered why our political discourse seems to get nowhere these days?  Have you ever wondered where our political ideas and the social assumptions that they are based on come from?  This class will be our chance to trace the philosophical, psychological, and sociological origins of our political viewpoints, from left to right, from liberal to conservative, from libertarian to egalitarian, and from fascist (eek!) to socialist (double eek!).  We will be taking detours into literature and dystopias to learn from those visionaries that saw this coming.  This will then lay the ground work for seeing where we went wrong and what is needed to create the type of society we really want.

No required books: All readings will appear on the course website.  Password: __________
Possible online readings (Actual selections will be based on student interests):  James I, "Divine Right”; Hobbes, "De Cive" & "Leviathan"; Filmer, "Patriarcha"; Locke: "Two Treatises; Smith, "Moral Sentiments"; Rousseau, “Origin of Inequality”; Jefferson, "Declaration of Independence"; London, “Iron Heel”; Maistre, “Petersburg Dialogues”; Price, "Love of Our Country"; Proudhon, "What is Property?"; Marx, “Alienated Labor” & "Communist Manifesto"; Veblen, “Theory of the Leisure Class”; Kropotkin, “Anarchism”; Weber, "Protestant Work Ethic & Spirit of Capitalism"; Ortega y Gassett, "Revolt of the Masses"; Rocker, "Anarcho-Syndicalism"; Hayek, "Road to Serfdom"; Orwell, "1984" & "Essays"; Goldwater, "Conscience of a Conservative"; Marcuse, "One-Dimensional Man"; Rawls, “Theory of Justice”; Chomsky, "Essays & Interviews"; Albert, “Parecon” & "Revolutionary Obama?"; Narveson, “Moral Matters”; Krugman, "Conscience of a Liberal"; Hartmann, “Threshold”; Friedman, “The World is Flat”; Frank, “What’s the Matter with Kansas?”; etc.

Evaluation: Your grade is based on accumulated points: 100-90=A, 89-80=B, etc.  
75pts. Weekly Reading Questions & Reading Responses (5 pts. each)
20pts. Prepare a reading and class discussion
10pts. Final Exam: Short and medium essays for those who slacked during the term
Pep Talk: Our class days will be down-to-earth discussions about our battles with these ideas and texts.  Your homework is really just your chance to sit down with these books and put your reactions to them in writing.  If this sounds fun, then you are in the right class.  This course is supposed to be a reward for the kinds of nerds that are so frustrated with our nation's political discourse that they want to have real discussions of the ideas that would improve our society.

Course Policies:
Reading Questions/Responses: Write a 1-2 page (single spaced) response to the readings for that week.  These will be due Sunday night, via email, prior to that week.  Please paste your response directly into the body of your email so that we don't have to worry about software compatibility issues.  I will forward your responses to the students who are helping me lead the discussion that week.  Points will be lost if these are late or if you don’t attend class.  For most weeks I and the students leading each topic for that week will provide reading questions to help guide or focus these responses, but feel free to stray from these questions and bring up whatever you think we should discuss about the materials.  The course website will be constantly updated with the schedule and links to the assignments, so be sure to check it each weekend to make sure you are prepared.  The password for our website (so that we can use excerpts from copyrighted materials) will be:   
Prepare a Reading and Lead a Discussion: 

1. You pick one of our texts to be in charge of preparing.  There are plenty of things to choose from on the list above, but also feel free to suggest anything else that could help us with our class concerns.  

2. If this is a new book that I haven't used in a class before: Your first job will be to read your text and select 10-30 pages of excerpts for the class to read.   Supply me with a clean photocopy of the pages you need scanned (you will want to hold onto the original).  I will scan them and email them to you for final editing.  When the reading excerpt is edited and formatted how you want it for the class, email it back to me to put on the course website.  

3. If this is a book I have used before: Your first job is to read the original text, because you will be our class expert on it.  Be sure to make note of the key passages you think the class should read.  Then, edit the excerpts (there may be a few different versions) I have used in past classes to make them fit your needs.  If there are key passages missing, photocopy those pages for me to scan and add to the excerpt.  When the reading excerpt is edited and formatted how you want it for the class, email it back to me to put on the course website.

4. Send me some suggestions for reading questions you want the students to respond to when they read your selection. Steps 1-4 need to completed 7 days prior to your scheduled class day.

5. When the students email their responses to me on Sunday night, I will forward them for your comments on Monday morning.  Bring their responses with your comments - either typed right into their document or hand-written - to class to hand back to the students.  You and I will also use their responses to prepare our class discussion.  It is your preparation and comments that earn you the points.  

6. In class, it is up to you what role you want to play in the discussion of your topic, anything from leading the discussion to being just a knowledgeable participant.
Final Exam: Tue., date TBA at 6:00pm:  As you can see, there is only the need for you to take the final exam if you have slipped up and failed to get enough points on the other assignments.  The exam will be a combination of short and medium essays worth up to 10 points total.  I will pass out the exam questions on the last day of class, and your typed answers are due, via email, by Sunday night prior to final exam week.  Our final exam time will be spent as a pot luck as we say our final goodbyes.
Week 1 (1/7): Our ideas & assumptions
The syllabus
Questions before the term begins

Week 2 (1/14): The original Utopia and the original form of government
1.) Handout: Student Reading Selections
2.) More, “Utopia” (1516)
3.) James I, “Divine Right of Kings” (1609)
4.) Filmer, “Patriarcha” (approx. 1650)
Week 2 Questions 

Week 3 (1/21): The philosophers that our founders were readings
1.) Hobbes, “Leviathan” (1651)
2.) Locke, “Two Treatises of Government” (1689)
Week 3 Questions  

Week 4 (1/28): The philosophers Jefferson should have made them read
1.) Rousseau, “Origin of Inequality” & “Social Contract” (1754 & 1762)(Kayla)
2.) Smith, “Theory of Moral Sentiments” (1759)
Week 4 Questions

Week 5 (2/4): Radicalism and the critique of capitalism begins.
1.) Proudhon, “What is Property?” (1840)(Zac)
2.) Marx, “Alienated Labor” & Communist Manifesto” (1844 & 1848)(Tasha)
Week 5 Questions

Week 6 (2/11): Laying the groundwork for contemporary discussions of freedom
1.) Marx, continued…don’t forget to bring your Marx materials from last week. (Tasha)
2.) Mill, “On Liberty” (1859)(Marc)
Week 6 Questions

Week 7 (2/18): The sociology of capitalism
1.) Weber, “Protestant Ethic and the Spirit of Capitalism” (1905)(Larissa)
2.) Veblen, “Theory of the Leisure Class” (1899)
Week 7 Questions

Week 8 (2/25): Two ways the socialist revolution might turn out
1.) London, “Iron Heel” (1908)(Rachael)
2.) Orwell, “1984″ and “Essays” (1940s)(Jeff)
Week 8 Questions

Week 9 (3/4): All things point to anarchism
1.) Kropotkin, “Anarchism” (late 1800s)(Kaitlyn)
2.) Rocker, “Anarcho-Syndicalism“ (1938)
3.) Watch these two videos: Dan Pink on Drive and Ariely on Motivation
Week 9 Questions

Week 10 (3/11): The psychology of modern society
1.) Ortega-y-Gassett, “Revolt of the Masses” (1930)(Morgan)
2.) Fromm, “Sane Society” (1955)(Ashley)
Week 10 Questions

SPRING BREAK

Week 11 (3/25): Conservatives pave the way for the 1980s (which are still with us)
1.) Goldwater, “Conscience of a Conservative” (1960)
2.) Friedman, “Responsibility of Business” & “Capitalism & Freedom” (1962,1970)(Gabriela)
3.) Narveson, “Moral Matters” (1999)(Gabriela)
Week 11 All Questions

Week 12 (4/1): A radical’s radical and the king of genuine liberalism come to the rescue
1.) Marcuse, “One-Dimensional Man” & “Essay on Liberation” (1964 & 1969)(Tony)
2.) Rawls, “Theory of Justice” & “Justice as Fairness” (1971 & 2007)(Pamela)
Week 12 Questions

Week 13 (4/8): What? A world-renowned scholar is an anarchist? Hide your children!
1.) Chomsky, “Essays & Interviews” (1960s-today)(Tony)
Week 13 Questions

Week 14 (4/15): Diagnoses of our current society
1.) Krugman, “Conscience of a Liberal” (2007)(Scott)
Week 14 Questions  

Week 15 (4/22): Looking forward
1.) Hartmann, “Screwed” & “Threshold” (2006, 2009)(Oscar)
2.) Albert, “Looking Forward,” “Parecon,” & “Revolutionary Obama” (1999-2008) (Shawn)
Week 15 Questions

FINAL EXAM: Tuesday 4/29 at 6:00pm
(Here is the actual exam for those who need to take it)

x
