CNM: Phil 1102-301: Ethics & Society (Salbato)                                                                           Fall, 2015

Syllabus: Philosophy 1102: Ethics and Society
	Instructor: Jeff Salbato

   E-mail: jeffsreadings@gmail.com

   Website: jeffsreadings.com
   Office: WS-201: M-R 1:30-3:00
      Voicemail 224-4000-ext.50166
	
	Days, times, locations, & final exams:

  MW 10:30-11:45am in WSI-303
     Final Exam: W 12/9 at 10:30




Official Course Description: Examines important ethical theories and contemporary moral issues, such as war and violence, the death penalty, euthanasia, privacy, animal rights and world hunger.  Assists students in critically examining their own views and those of others, past and present, on these issues. 

What this course is REALLY about: This will be a semester-long challenging (or longer, if I can get into your heads!) of your everyday presuppositions about morality.  We will be reading and discussing issues in moral theory, relativism, abortion, economic justice, food, war, health care, and others.  My goal is to improve your ability to articulate, critique, and defend your moral beliefs and values in order to terrify you into becoming smarter and, most importantly, better people (yes, I’m serious).

Text: All readings/handouts are available on my website: jeffsreadings.com

- Our class webpage requires the following password to open: ___________

Evaluation: Grades based on 100 point scale (90-100 = A, 80-89 = B, 70-79 = C, etc.)
26pts. Reading Quizzes: Every meeting: easy if you’ve kept up (1 point each)
28pts. Reading Questions: Due every Sunday night by email (2 points for full effort)
20pts. Midterm Exam: Short essays, open note, based on reading questions
30pts. Propaganda Paper: Produce a defense of one of your opinions for the class
20pts. Final Exam: Medium essays, closed note, based on study guide


(Note: Total points possible: 124)

Pep talk: If you do your best to get involved with the issues, you will do fine in here.  I will try to make the details clear and keep the conversations down-to-earth.  If I begin babbling, you would be doing the class a big favor by raising your hand and saying, “What are you talking about, you spastic, unshaven anarchist?” This is the type of course that is really improved by having as many different perspectives as possible participating in the discussions.  I am especially eager to challenge you shy students to participate (I was desperately shy in college).  Note that I will not even pretend to be unbiased in my presentations of different viewpoints; anyone that claims to do this is fooling themselves (and trying to fool you).  On issues that contain rational disagreements, like abortion, I will present compelling reasons for various positions.  On other issues I will be clear in my preference for certain viewpoints over others, especially when I think the social consensus needs to be challenged.  I expect plenty of you will defend society against me.  Even more important, I implore you to defend your own views and challenge mine whenever you think I am mistaken.  I might be, after all.
Course Policies Page:
Late Work/ Attendance/ Tardiness: Late reading questions or Propaganda Papers will automatically be worth half credit.  The reading quizzes cannot be made up if you are tardy or absent.  If you miss the mid-term, I will double the weight of your final to make up for it.    

Reading Quizzes: These will occur during the first minutes of class.  These short questions will be based on the readings and class discussions.
Readings and Reading Questions: The readings are found on the course website (jeffsreadings.com) and the questions for each reading are found below in this syllabus.  The only exception is for the student produced readings that will be posted to the website during the semeser: the reading questions for these readings will be found at the beginning of each reading itself.  The reading questions are due by email (jeffsreadings@gmail.com) every Sunday night (yes, you vampires, that means midnight is the deadline).  Paste your work into the body of the email; don't use attachments.  These will be given credit purely on effort, so just be sure to make a full effort to clearly answer every question, even if you are unsure of your answers.  We will discuss these questions during our class discussions, so be sure to bring the readings and your answers to class, either printed or on a device, so you can correct and clarify your answers as we go over them in class.  This is important, because I will use these, sometimes even word-for-word, on the exams. 

Exams: For the shorter essays (3-5 sentences) on the midterm you will be able to select your favorites from several choices.  For the medium essays (3-5 paragraphs) on the final exam, I will roll some dice (Vegas, Baby!) to determine the four essays you will write from the six that will appear on the study guide.  The midterm will be open note; the final is not.

Propaganda: Here is your chance to research and produce a well-argued defense of one of your moral positions.  These will be graded on their factual accuracy, logical support, and clarity.  Be sure your paper clearly articulates your position, contains factual, logical support, and also addresses the key objections to your view.  I can help you to find the most important articles on your topic.  Provide your strongest case, but be concise, for the class may read it, and they will hate you if you drone on for pages and pages.  These will be due week 10, and I will select some of them to put on the schedule for the last weeks of the semester.  If yours is selected, help me add a reading question to your reading for the class to answer.  (See the last page of this syllabus for more details.)

Playa’ hata’ rule: Silence your cell phones.  If you need to make a quick text, just handle it quickly without trying to hide it.  Get your directions to the meth lab, tattoo parlor, or rave and get back to paying attention quickly. 
Reading & Assignment Schedule:
Week 1 (8/31 & 9/2): What, how could my television be wrong about truth and morals?

Read:
0.) The syllabus (I’m serious; there will be a quiz on it)

Week 2 (9/9 … Monday is a holiday: It’s “pretend we care about workers” day): 


Relativism: How could my favorite reality TV star be wrong about morals?

Read:
1.) Rachels, "The Challenge of Cultural Relativism" 


2.) Zinn, "Changing Minds"

Reading questions (explain your answers; Due by email Sunday night prior to week):

1. (Rachels) What does "Cultural Relativism" mean?  What would this position entail for moral thinking if it were true?  Then, explain why cultural values are not as distinct as some suppose.  Explain the example about eating cows.  Finally, give and explain an example of a value that must hold for all societies.

2. (Zinn) Did everyone immediately change their minds about things like slavery, equal rights for women and blacks, Vietnam, and Iraq once they saw the facts?  Explain how MOST people handle facts that contradict their assumptions.  How do they react at first?  What happens later?  In thinking about this, how should this affect the way we attempt to convince people that they should change their minds and/or behavior when it comes to the social agendas we care about?

Week 3 (9/14 & 9/16): Religion: But God told me to be a selfish douche.

Read:
3.) Dennett, "Common Sense Religion"


4.) Holloway, "Godless Morality"


5.) Rachels, "Must God's Command Conform to Moral Standards?"


6.) Wallis, "God's Politics"

Reading questions:

3. (Dennett) If someone bases their moral opinions on religion or a religious text, what sort of approach to moral discussions is Dennett criticizing?  On the contrary, explain the ways a religious person should deal with moral discussions.  Jeff's personal plea: As a person of faith myself I am continually frustrated by the unsympathetic and even narcissistic attitude I often see among people of faith in our society.  For a social group that has often been on the wrong side of moral progress (cough: slavery!) why do you think there is such a lack of humility?  To prepare for our class discussion, write down an example of a moral or political discussion you've had with a religious person that left you feeling that their attitude did a disservice to their faith.

4. (Holloway) Thinking of the passage from Genesis quotes on page 1, Let's say God didn't take back his command....would Abraham have been doing the right thing if he made s'mores out of Isaac? Can God command anything and it is still morally right?  What would you have done if you were in Abraham's shoes, with his life experiences and beliefs?  What would you do if you were given the same command today?  Thinking of the examples of the Polynesian taboos or the way Bible passages about wealth, slavery, sexuality, and women's rights are treated so differently, what is Holloway's message about how to use the Bible as moral advice?  Describe his analogy about sex and food.  Is food (or sex) wrong in itself?  So, what is Holloway's advice about how to create a rational sexual ethic?
5. (Rachels) How does the Divine Command Theory determine what is right and wrong?  What is the central problem with this moral theory?  To answer this, what would follow if God's commands make something right (think, especially of the Abraham example in Holloway)?  Then, what would follow if God only commands something because He sees that it is right?  Now, let's see if you can apply this theory: would murder, suicide, and lying be wrong in Divine Command Theory?  Would these always be wrong?
6. (Wallis) How high a priority does the Bible put on poverty?  How high a priority is it in our churches and among the most vocal Christians in our society?  What would it mean to hold a "consistent ethic of life" in terms of poverty, abortion, war, the death penalty, etc.?

Week 4 (9/21 & 9/23): Virtue & Utilitarianism: Homer's legacy and Creepy cops.

Read:
7.) Aristotle, "Nicomachean Ethics"

8.) Noddings, "Ethic of Caring"

9.) Mill, "Utilitarianism"

10.) Rachels, "The Debate Over Utilitarianism"

Reading questions: 

7. (Aristotle) If I want to be more patient or more generous, how do I do it?  What are the best tests for whether a certain action is good or bad?  What is a virtue?  For example, what makes self-control or patience or bravery a virtue?  Now, let's see if you can apply this theory: would murder, suicide, and lying be wrong in Virtue Thoery?  Would these always be wrong?

8. (Noddings) How does the present and potential future relationship we have with a person affect how we respond to them?  For example, show how we respond to our hungry infant versus how we respond to a beggar asking for food.  Summarize how this applies to the two pregnancies Noddings discusses.  How do these relations affect the women’s feelings of obligation to the fetus?

9. (Mill) What is the basic duty of a utilitarian?  If there is a choice between porn and poetry, what should they choose and why?  What is Mill getting at when he says, “It is better to be a human being dissatisfied than a pig satisfied.”  Whose happiness is the Greatest Happiness Principle concerned with?  If there is a choice between making oneself and making others happy, what should they choose (hint: not a simple answer)?  Now, let's see if you can apply this theory: would murder, suicide, and lying be wrong in Utilitarianism?  Would these always be wrong?

10. (Rachels) The three basic principle of utilitarianism are: consequences are all that matter, producing happiness is all that matters, and the happiness of everyone should count equally.  According to Rachels’ criticisms, what else should matter to us as much as consequences?  Finally, paraphrase J.J.C. Smart's defense of utilitarianism against these objections.

Week 5 (9/28 & 9/30): Rights & duties: What, other people have the same rights as me?

Read:
11.) Kant, "The Categorical Imperative"


12.) O'neill, "A Simplified Version of Kant's Ethics"


13.) Rawls, "The Original Position"

Reading questions:

11. (Kant) Try you best to put Kant’s 2 versions of the Categorical Imperative in your own words. Explain why lying and refusing to help others could not be willed as a universal law for all to follow.  Then, do your best to paraphrase his reasons for why lying and refusing to help others are wrong because they do not treat others as "ends in themselves." 

12. (O’Neill) Explain why lying (a.k.a. false promise) treats others as mere means and is thus wrong.  Why does treating others as “ends” include the need to alleviate hunger in the world?  Show how this follows from our duty to treat others as autonomous beings with their own ends. Now, let's see if you can apply this theory: would murder, suicide, and lying be wrong in Kant's theory?  Would these always be wrong?

13. (Rawls) What does it mean that people choosing the rules of society should do so behind a “veil of ignorance”? State, in your own words, the two basic principles of justice that people behind such a veil would agree to.  Then, explain why anyone would accept those two principles if they were behind this veil. If you were behind this veil, would you vote for universal, preventive health care?  Would you vote to improve poorer schools?  Why?

Week 6 (10/5 & 10/7): Obligation to others: Freedom means I’m free to be a sociopath!
Read:
14.) Narveson, "Feeding the Hungry"


15.) Singer, "Rich and Poor"


16.) Nietzsche, "Master & Slave Morality"

Reading questions:

14. (Narveson) According to Narveson, when are we “obligated” to help the needy?   By contrast, when “should” we be charitable and based on what motive?  (Be careful to distinguish when “should” means “obligation” and when it means “recommendation.)  

15. (Singer) Quote the basic principle that determines when we should feel obligated to aid others.  Show how this principle makes us obligated to save the drowning child.  When is it no longer obligatory?  What would make someone a hero?  Be sure to show how the principle applies in detail.

16. (Nietzsche) What do good and bad mean in master morality?  In slave morality?  Where do these meanings come from in master morality?  In slave morality?  Which set of values do most Americans hold?  No, not which morality they say they agree with, but which one do their lives reflect?  Give examples.  What is Nietzsche larger point about our moral values?
MIDTERM EXAM: Monday 10/12: You will be asked to select 10 short essays (3-5 sentences; 2 points each) from several choices.  Open note.
Week 7 (10/12 & 10/14): Abortion: Your bumper sticker completely changed my view.
Read: 
17.) Compare world abortion rates at Nationmaster.com (Link on website)


18.) English, “Abortion and the Concept of a Person”


19.) Marquis, “Why Abortion is Immoral”


20.) Gibson, "Abortion: Essentially Contested Concepts & Autonomy"
Reading questions:

17. (Look this up yourself on Nationlaster.com or similar) How do U.S. abortion rates compare to other industrialized countries?  How do the U.S.'s abortion and teen pregnancy statistics compare to other nations that are much more open about sex and have abortion more available (France, Japan, Denmark, etc.)?  How would you explain these stats?  

18. (English) What does English conclude about using personhood to decide the abortion debate?  What 3 conditions must be met for killing a person in self-defense to be justified?  When would this apply to an abortion case?  If the fetus is not a person, when do our moral sympathies most strongly resist killing nonhumans, such as animals?  How could this apply to different abortion cases?

19. (Marquis) What is one of the basic reasons why killing you or me is wrong?  Does this position make sense when applied to other issues, like the difference we feel when hearing about the accidental death of a child versus an elderly, terminally ill patient in chronic pain?  So, why is abortion wrong in most cases?  What would be a case where it might not be wrong?  
20. (Gibson) What does it mean that "personhood" is an essentially contested concept?  Do you agree?  Does this mean that any abortion is morally neutral?  Explain Gibson's distinction between our responsibility to evaluate - our own and others' -  abortion decisions and the authority to overrule a woman's decision.  Explain why she sees this as following from the uniqueness of each pregnancy. Then explain what it means that autonomy is relational and thus may vary from woman to woman?  What follows in terms of attempts to legally ban abortion?  

Week 8 (10/19 & 10/21): Race, Sex, and Gender: Being "normal" is complicated.

Read:
21.) McIntosh, "White Privilege"


22.) Nagel, "Perversion"


23.) Held, "Gay Marriage & South Park"


24.) Fausto-Sterling, "Sexing the Body"

Reading questions: 

21. (McIntosh) What is the basic lesson that we need to learn about ourselves when we see others being disadvantaged?  Does being "color blind" mean that one is beyond racism?  Which examples in the list are the most compelling for you?  Can you think of other examples?

22. (Nagel) What traits can legitimately make an act perverse?  Does homosexual sex have these traits?  Is homosexual sex any more perverse than accepted heterosexual practices?  For example, compare it to the most disgusting fetish: kissing.

23. (Held) First, explain the "Harm Principle" when it comes to liberty and rights. Then, paraphrase his answer to those who say marriage is "defined" as heterosexual or that the Bible forbids it. Then, summarize Held’s response to those who say that gay marriage is harmful because society does not approve it and will ridicule those involved.  Finally, explain Held's point about gay marriage being mistakenly asserted as a civil rights issue.

24. (Fausto-Sterling) What is the meaning of the title of her book, "Sexing the Body"?  What makes someone male or female?  Do these definitions change in history and by culture?  Do these assumptions produce harm, such as for infants? What does this say about our current conception of gender?  So, all things considered, what is the wisest way to think about gender?  For example, should we just get rid of gender or is there a more subtle solution?  How could we handle things like assigning bathrooms?
Week 9 (10/26 & 10/28): Health Care & Education: No administrator left behind.

Read:
25.) Watch "Sick Around the World" (Links on website)


26.) "Health Care - World Stats"


27.) Gostin, "Securing Health or Just Health Care?"


28.) Gatto, "Dumbing Us Down" and "Underground History of Education"

Reading questions:
25. (Movie: “Sick around the World”) Summarize the responses of the international health officials when they were asked about whether people go bankrupt from inability to pay their health care bills in their countries.  The film, briliantly, points out that we already have examples of health care systems in the U.S. that are like Britain, Taiwan, Germany, and poor countries.  Where do we find each of these similar systems in our country?  In your opinion, which one of these systems would you be happy with if we adopted it as our system?  

26. (Stats) How well are we, the wealthiest country in the world, doing in terms of basic health statistics in comparison to the other less wealthy (and even some poor) countries in the world?  In your opinion, how is it possible that we rank dead last in access, low in health resources, and mediocre in health outcomes, and yet have, by far, the most expensive system?  Where does our money go?
27. (Gostin) Do you agree or disagree with the first line of the article?  Why?  According to Gostin and the film, how expensive is our system compared to other in the world?  What is a major reason our system is so expensive?  Is our system fair, under Rawls' theory?  What role does access to health care play in equal opportunity?  Finally, summarize his reasons why, unlike other goods, health care does not work well in a free-market, competition system.

28. (Gatto)  What problems were our modern schools meant to solve?  List several of the means they used to solve these problems.  What is the lesson we are supposed to learn from Benson, Vermont?  What are the core lessons schools teach?  Explain them in your words, using examples from you own life.  What should we do to make our schools better?  Do you agree with his ideas?
PROPAGANDA PAPER: Due Wednesday 11/4!  See last page of syllabus 
Week 10 (11/2 & 11/4): Economics & War: U.S.A.: United Saudi Arabia.


29.) Norton & Ariely, "Building a Better America"


30.) Kropotkin, "Essays on Anarchism"

31.) "U.S. Budget: Defense"

32.) Chomsky, "U.S. Foreign Policy"

Reading questions:

29. (Norton & Ariely) According to the actual facts, how much wealth do each of the five social classes actually possess in our country?  According to the survey, what do our citizens think our wealth distribution is like?  And what did they think would be the ideal distribution?  Were there vast differences in their opinions based on their political views or personal wealth?  In my mind the most important observation was the last one (the last sentence of the article): try to put this point in your own words.

30. (Kropotkin) What effect does our economic system have on the morality of society?  For example, and be honest, what would you say to your child if they gave away their new Winter coat to a stranger?  What is the cause of most of the crime in our society?  How should the economy be run, according to anarchism?  What are the common objections to this kind of system?  Then, reply to those objections.  If you can't reply to one of them, ask me to do so in class.

31. (U.S. Budget) How much money does our government spend on the military compared to all other operations of the government, like health care?  If these seems fine to you because you watch a lot of TV and are convinced the world is a dangerous place, how does our spending compare to other countries in the world?

32. (Chomsky) Why is there so much military spending in our country?  Give both the economic and social reasons.  What is the real plan and motivation for US foreign policy?  What is the connection between our business interests and our real concerns about human rights and democracy?  (Hint: it's not what you expect.)

Week 11 (11/9 & 11/11): Food: Our National Eating Disorder

33.) Pollan, "Omnivore's Dilemma"


34.) Robbins, "Food Revolution"

35.) McGinn, "Speciesism"

Reading questions:
33. (Pollan) Summarize the basic history of corn and artificial fertilizer that lead to the modern American diet.  Why do most Americans eat so much meat and processed foods?  What are the key problems of factory farms?

34. (Robbins) Summarize the health comparisons between people who eat meat and those who are vegetarians and vegans.  What are the key health problems you should be concerned about for you particular diet (i.e. as a male or female that eats the particular foods you do…fast food? milk? chicken? beef?).  Just out of curiosity, please rank the problems of meat eating in terms of which ones are the most compelling for you: waste of resources, environmental dangers, animal cruelty, and health problems.  What prevents you from eating less (or no) meat?  I do not ask this in a snotty way; I find that it is usually practical things that prevent people from having morally better diets.  Let's discuss these.

35. (McGinn) Do we have good reasons for being unconcerned about animals? Summarize McGinn's main argument about speciesism, especially his point about picking certain human traits, like intelligence, as a justification for harming animals that have less of it.  In your opinion, do we have good reasons for being unconcerned about animals?  We are used to being shocked by those who can limit their sympathy only to their citizens or only their race, so why do we so easily limit ours to only our species? Let's try to excavate our assumptions on this and look objectively at what our society is telling us.

Week 12 (11/16 & 11/18): Student Topics
36.) Castillo, “Why We Should Abolish the Use of Currency”
37.) Pennington, “Globalization”

Reading questions for weeks 12-15 on first page of each reading.

Week 13 (11/23 & 11/25): Student Topics
38.) Ortega y Gassett, “Revolt of the Masses”
39.) Krugman, “Conscience of a Liberal” 
40.) Himes, “Misperception of Leadership” 
41.) Martinez, “Doobie or not Doobie? That is the question”
Reading questions will appear at the beginning of each online reading document 
Week 14 (11/30 & 12/2): Student Topics
42.) Davis, “Death Penalty for Child Molesters” 
43.) Lowe, “In Support of Physician Assisted Suicide”
Reading questions will appear at the beginning of each online reading document 
Week 15 (12/7 & 12/9): Student Topics
44.) Olivas, “Smartphone Restrictions for Youth”
Reading questions will appear at the beginning of each online reading document 
Final Exam: 12/9: The last class will be the final exam
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Students with documented disabilities who need special accommodation in the classroom should contact Special Services for assistance, 224-3259. Also, students should tell the instructor if they have special needs because of learning or other disabilities. For personal counseling, contact Merry Guild at main campus, 224-3271.

If, due to hazardous weather or other unforeseen circumstances, a school closure occurs which prevents us from being able to take the final exam, your midterm score will be increased proportionately to absorb the missed final exam points.  

PROPAGANDA PAPER!  Due Wednesday, 11/4 at 10:30am (30 points)

The Goal: Here is your chance to research and present a well-argued defense of one of your moral positions.  I am calling this "Propaganda" because I expect you to be forcefully taking a position, not pretending to be impartial (i.e. boring).  To ace this assignment, I expect your paper to also answer the common objections to your position.

Grading: These will be graded on their factual accuracy, logical support, and clarity. 

Format: The format of this assignment is completely up to you. All I ask is that you make sure the final product is clear, accurate, and logical.  Present your strongest case, but be concise, for the class may read it, and they will hate you if you drone on for pages and pages.  Two pages is probably too short but 10 pages is probably too long.  Please use clear sub-headings wherever possible to help out your reader.  For example, have separate sub-headings of your paper for summarizing your view, presenting your evidence, summarizing your rivals' arguments, and responding to your rivals.

The Research:  You will need to provide all of your sources for the information presented. Your paper may contain much borrowed material, and this is fine so long as the source is credited and you handle the material critically. For example, it is your fault if you borrow support that is illogical and poorly researched.  If you get most of your content from a small number of sources, that is fine, so long as you have cross-checked your sources to be sure they are accurate and logical. Starting your research on (gasp) Wikipedia, or (double gasp) Reddit, or even (breathing stopped) Facebook is fine as long as those sources are checked rigorously against primary sources. Sadly, the same goes for so-called "news" sources. In fact, Wikipedia is a great starting point, because at the bottom of each Wikipedia page are links to the article's sources as well as links to primary sources.  You can use any format for your bibliography of sources; just make sure I can quickly and easily look up your source based on your information.  

Getting on the Class Schedule: I will select some of them to put on the schedule for the last weeks of the semester. My selection will be partly based on the quality of your paper but also on how well your issue fits with what else we will be covering in the last weeks of the class. In short, don't be frustrated if your paper is brilliant yet doesn't make it on the schedule.  For those selected we will add a reading question for the students to respond to when they read it.

A Brainstorm of Possible Topics:  We should reduce the need for abortion. We need a new approach to gun control. Climate change is a total sham. We should eat less meat. Our food is killing us. Jesus would be disgusted with US Christians. Religion is stupid. Marijuana should/shouldn't be legalized. Our justice/education/health care/immigration is one of the worst in the industrialized world. Our next president should be ______.  Socialism is better than Capitalism. Republicans ruined/improved our economy. Obama sucks - Bush was better. Fox News is garbage. The Tea Party is like fundamentalist Islam. Physician assisted suicide should be available in certain circumstances. It is a basic right of philosophy teachers to receive baked goods from their students....etc. ...


