CNM: GNHN 2221-301: Understanding Evil (Salbato)                                                                              Fall, 2017

Syllabus: General Honors 2221: Understanding Evil
… or why posturing bystanders (like us) should never say “Never Again” again.
	Instructor: Jeff Salbato
     E-mail: jeffsreadings@gmail.com
     Website: jeffsreadings.com
     Office: MJG-201, M-R 1:30-3:00
        voicemail: 224-4000-ext.50166
	
	Course meeting time & location:
     W 6:00-8:45pm in WS2-122
       Final Exam: W 12/6 6:00pm
        


Catalog Description of Course: Understanding Evil is to be an interdisciplinary attempt to understand the human causes and responses to the evil so abundant in our world. This course will use resources in history, sociology, psychology, philosophy, and religion to try to begin to understand what motivates these acts, what allows a society to remain complicit in them, and what makes people respond to such events in the ways that they do, such as those who choose to participate in such acts, those who remain bystanders, and those who choose to be rescuers.
What this course is REALLY about: I have this strange growing fetish for protecting those who suffer (yes, “fetish” is the proper term when narcissism is the norm).  As such, I am driven to understand as much as I can about the causes of the most alarming instances of suffering: those caused by other human beings.  So, what do I do when my questions about evil and the stacks of books that might answer them are growing faster than my ability to tackle them?  I create a class so that I can gather together a bunch of brilliant students to help me.  Here are the main questions we’ll be seeking answers for:
· Are humans naturally good or bad?  Are humans good or bad in society?

· What motivates/enables human beings to carry out acts of evil?

· What compels the vast majority of people to remain bystanders?

· What compels certain people to devote themselves to being rescuers and how can we foster a rescuer culture in our society?
Evaluation: Your grade is based on accumulated points: 90+=A, 89-80=B, etc. 
78pts.: Weekly: Reading responses, attendance, preparation. (6 pts. per week)
15pts.: Major Project: Research a topic, comment on student responses, aid discussion.
10pts.: Final Exam: Medium essays for slackers.


(Note: There are 103 points possible, so there is some flexibility)
Required Book List: None...all materials will be available on our website.  Always bring a printed copy of the readings or have them available on a device for our class discussions.
Pep Talk: This course is supposed to be a reward for the kinds of depressive bookworms and spastic saints that would actually voluntarily enroll in a course called Understanding Evil.  My job is to merely organize our research, lead discussions, and cheerlead.  As such, this course is what education should really be like: human beings working collectively to answer questions that truly matter.  The quality of this class goes up exponentially the more voices and ideas we get in our discussions.  If you are shy, try your best to add to our discussions, and, if talking is too traumatic (it was for me in my college years), make sure to bring up issues in your reading responses that I can add to our discussions.
The Assignments:

Weekly Assignments: Write a 1-2 page (please single-spaced to save paper) response to the readings for each week.  All readings are on our course website.  Reading questions can be found at the end of each reading to help guide your responses, but feel free to stray from these at will to bring up new issues you would like to discuss.  You should never feel compelled to respond to all of the questions, but make sure you respond to at least one issue for each reading.  Highlight key passages of the readings to support your answers during our class discussions. These will be due Sunday night, via email, prior to that week.  Please paste your response directly into the body of your email so that we don't have to worry about software compatibility issues with attachments.  These will be worth 6 points each, the points based purely on effort.  These will earn 3 points if you are absent or if your work is late but emailed before class.  On weeks where students are helping lead a topic, I will forward your responses to them.  You will get a copy of your responses, with comments, printed for you for our class discussion. 
Major Project: Help Prepare a Discussion: You will become the class expert on one of our topics.  First, you will pick a week from our schedule (see the website).  Some weeks will be shared.    Your job will be reading the fuller text (I will lend you my copy) and researching the issues connected to your subject to gain the background to help you as you and I lead our class discussion.  When the students email their responses to me, I will forward them to you on Monday morning for you to read as well.  You will replace me as the commenter on their work and hand it back to them in class.  I will be commenting on everyone's responses for the first few weeks of class, so this will give you a sense of what commenting involves when you replace me for your reading.  As you will see, it is best to type your comments right into their work in [bracketed italics]  to make them easy to read.  Plus, this way you can email them to me so that I can print them for you if you want.  You and I will also use their responses to prepare our class discussion.  It is your commenting on their responses and your preparation for your role (see below) that earn you the points, not your in-class “performance”, so you don't need to be nervous.  


In class, you are in charge of representing the students as their secretary/leader.  So, after commenting on their work, prepare notes so that you know who to call on to answer our reading questions and to represent the students against me or the author (I will often play devil's advocate, sometimes defending the author and other times opposing the author).  If they are stumped by one of my smart and ruthless questions, you will need to step in as the content expert to defeat me.

Final Exam: As you can see, there is only the need for you to take the final exam if you have slipped up and failed to get enough points on the other assignments.  The exam will involve responding to two medium-sized essays worth 5 points each.  I will pass out the exam study guide on the last, regular day of class.  The exact medium essays will be on the study guide, word-for-word.  Then, on the day of the final, I will (literally) roll some dice to determine which of the medium essays you will need to write for the exam (so you need to be ready to write any of them). 
